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according to Paul, the truth which permeates all scripture, and comes 
to culminating manifestation in the gospel. " And the righteousness 
thus adjudged is the forgiveness of sins." 

A pleasing instance of our author's fidelity in interpretation with- 
out subservience to theological exigency is seen in his remarks on the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. "An absolutely generous, universal 
law-fulfilling leads to eternal life. ' Show compassion on the needy.' 
Is that faith ? Well, it either is or tends to be. In the Old Testa- 
ment ' righteousness ' and ' compassion ' are synonymous. And noth- 
ing so helps to the comprehension and acceptance of the righteousness 
of the gospel as the cultivation of love. Love produces faith where 
faith is not ; and where faith is love is its sign." 

The reading of this book will deepen the conviction that God 
reveals himself " by divers portions and in divers manners," so that 
" through the ages one increasing purpose runs ; " and that the divine 
records of that revelation, joined together by certain fundamental 
ideas, varying in expression, but invariable in essence, are " scriptures 
which cannot be broken." 

A serious defect of the book is its lack of an index, of which there is 
not even the usual slight pretense. 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 

Bowling Green, O. 

Das Reich Gottes. Materialien zu einer systematischen Dar- 
stellung des socialen Gehalts des Evangeliums. I. Teil : Das 
Princip des Reiches Gottes. Von Bruno Ankermann. 
Gutersloh: C. Bertelsmann, 1899. Pp. 159. M. 2.40; 
bd., M. 3. 

The author of this brief and readable volume sees in the doctrine 
of the kingdom of God the central and constructive thought for all 
theology. It is not with the doctrine of the kingdom, however, nor 
with its constructive fitness, that he is here concerned, but rather with 
the metaphysical grounding of the fact, the tracing of the kingdom 
which is being historically realized in the world to its pretemporal 
basis in the being of God. Why should there be any kingdom at all ? 
What is its justifying motive and source, its "principle"? A world, 
affording the raw material of the kingdom, exists about us in space and 
time : whence this world ? Was it an eternal past fact ? Is it an 
unconscious exudation of divinity ? Or, if voluntarily created, are 
both world and kingdom confession of some preexisting lack in the 
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being of God ? Safeguarding transcendence and absoluteness, the 
author with deep scripturalness seeks the roots of creation in the inner- 
trinitarian relations of the Godhead. Not for the lack of an object of 
thought and love, but because of an object of thought and love already 
possessed, the Father creates. The Father loves the Son, and for the 
Son's sake wills a world of created spirits destined to be like him. 
The Father gives the world to the Son. Cooperating, the Son gives 
himself to the world, and will eventually give the world to the Father. 
This creative and redemptive plan is actualized in space and time by 
the life-giving Spirit, who is not alone the living bond between Father 
and Son, but the source as well in created personalities of such char- 
acter and social relations as the idea of the kingdom involves. Thus 
for the initial creation of the world, and for the historical achievement 
of the kingdom, the inner life of the triune God is invoked as 
source and ground. The principle of the kingdom is the King. 

John H. Strong. 
New Britain, Conn. 



EUSTATHIUS VON SEBASTE UND DIE CHRONOLOGIE DER BaSILIUS- 

Briefe. Eine patristische Studie von Dr. Friedrich Loofs, 
Professor der Theologie in Halle. Halle a. S.: Max Nie- 
meyer, 1898. Pp. iv+ 97. M. 4. 

An apology is due to author and publisher of this work, as well as 
to the readers of this Journal, for not sooner calling attention to 
Professor Loofs' 1 important contribution to the study of patristic lit- 
erature and early church history. For the first time we have here 
presented clearly and forcibly the true relations which existed between 
Eustathius, the bishop of Sebaste in Armenia, and his friend and 
pupil (and, later on, his bitter opponent) Basil the Great. Our author 
points out that of all recent writers * only H. M. Gwatkin in his Studies 
of Arianism (1882) has come near to a just presentation of the history 
and character of Eustathius, whose biography, for the greater part, can 
be gathered only from the letters of Basil. This has led the author to 
examine again the chronology of the 365 letters constituting the 

1 Well known to the readers of the American Journal of Theology by his 
excellent article on "Has the Gospel of the Reformation become Antiquated ? " Pub- 
lished in Vol. II, pp. 433-72. 

2 Including V. Ernst, "Basilius des Grossen Verkehr mit den Occidentalen," 
Zeitsckr. f. Kirchengeschichte, Vol. XVI (1896), pp. 626-64. 



